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republicanism was based on classical models; they were
highly gifted, full of fiery eloquence, and totally devoid of
experience. They soon became (as Von Sybel says) ' the
darlings of all those zealous patriots for whom the Cordeliers
were too dirty, and the Feuillants too lukewarm'.
The new chamber was confronted by a score of difficul-
ties ; among the most pressing were those presented by the
position of the Non-juring Clergy and of the Nobles who had
fled from France.
Many of the Clergy had, as we have seen, refused to take
the oath imposed by the Constituent Assembly, but sup-
THE NON- ported by their flocks they still continued
JURORS AND to perform their duties. Consequently, in
THE EMIGRES ^Qvember 1791, a Decree was passed ordering
the expulsion of all priests who refused the oath; but the
King interposed his veto, and the Decree never became law.
A similar fate attended a second Decree (27 May 1792)
authorizing the departments to banish all Non-jurors.
The confusion, therefore, was unrelieved, and the only
result was further to alienate the Clergy and such of the
people as remained devoted to them.
Still more difficult was the problem presented by the
position of the Emigres. From the early days of the Revo-
lution a steady stream of French nobles had poured over the
German frontier. The conduct of these men was despicable.
By sticking to their posts they might have done something
to stem the tide of revolution, or by frankly accepting the
new situation they might have guided a movement which
they could no longer control. Instead of this, they fled
shrieking into Germany to implore the help of foreigners to
arrest the progress of revolution. Their conduct at this
crisis must be held largely responsible for the outbreak of
war, for the excesses of the reign of terror, and for the
murder of the King. At Coblentz they established a minia-
ture Court over which the King's brothers, the Count of
Provence (afterwards Louis XVIII) and the Count of Artois
(afterwards Charles X) presided. They organized also a
regular army. The Assembly was seriously alarmed, A